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ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, WFP 

SUBJECT: WFP PLEDGE TARGET FOR 1979/1980 

1 . DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS THAT WFP SECRETARIAT IN PROCESS 
OF FINALIZING PAPER PROPOSING DOLLARS 950 MILLION 1979/ 

1980 PLEDGE TARGET. 

2. PLEASE CONVEY TO ROBINSON SOONEST (OR USTUN IN HIS 
ABSENCE) THAT USG HAS GRAVE RESERVATIONS ABOUT PROPOSED 
TARGET LEVEL. WE ARE CONCERNED NOT ONLY ABOUT THE 
PRACTICALITY OF REACHING SUCH A LEVEL, BUT ALSO ABOUT 
THE ABILITY OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO ABSORB WELL THE 
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INCREASED PROJECT ASSISTANCE AND THE ABILITY OF THE WFP 
TO MANAGE THAT SIZE PROGRAM. SINCE WE UNDERSTAND 
ROBINSON WILL BE VISITING THE U.S. SHORTLY, WE HOPE HE 
WILL NOT FINALIZE HIS PLEDGE POSITION UNTIL AFTER WE HAVE 
A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THESE CONCERNS WITH HIM. 

3. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE FODAG PROVIDING VISIT DATES 
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AS SOON AS KNOWN. 

VANCE 
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